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Since the last issue of our journal, your President has been fulfilling 
of speaking engagements in behalf of the Federation and a most pleasurab' 
was spent in Boston, March 5, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of 
of St. Luke. This group is certainly to be congratulated for its half c 
existence, preceding by a number of years our national organization. Its a 
ments are great and it is our profound wish that the future will provide e,. 
progress. 
We look now to events which will bring our Guilds together in l' 
during the week of June 25. The A.M.A. annual convention will be h 
Coliseum and the Federation -will again be an exhibitor. Our space is C-· 
urge our members to visit there and bring their friends. Staffing, too, 
necessary and any of our doctor-members who could give a few hours , 
days from the 25th through the 30th would be most welcome. 
You have been advised of the full day of Federation activities sci: 
June 28. Our Memorial Mass for deceased members of the Federatio 
A.M.A. will be offered at St. Patrick's Cathedral. Cardinal Spellman "' 
brant and our Moderator, Monsignor D. A. McGowan, will preach t• 
We urge large participation in the Mass. We hope your families will joira 
At 11 :00 a.m. delegates from our Guilds will hold their annual Boa· 
at the Commodore Hotel. This is a very important session and it is imp< 
our affiliated member groups be represented. Each Guild is entitled tc 
representative to the meeting and the name should be sent to our Executive 
Miss Jean Read, at the central office in St. Louis, to include in the Roll 
will welcome our 100th Guild to the meeting. Catholic physicians of t' 
diocese in Minnesota. with headquarters in Rochester, have joined to mak 
number of affiliated Guilds. We congratulate Dr. Clarence G. Ochsne, 
and his fellow-members on their formation and affiliation with the natio 
zation. The Board meeting is very important. Our constituent members 
to their ideas for the welfare of the Federation and its activities and or 
representation at the session itself is this possible. We trust, therefore, t, 
count on a large delegation. 
The evening of June 28 will provide a gala social gathering which 
will be as memorable as the Federation's 25th Jubilee celebration held i 
reception at 6:30 p.m. followed by dinner at 8 :00 p.m. will be held in 
Ballroom at the Commodore Hotel. Excellent cuisine will be complerr 
the music of the Stanley Melba orchestra. The speaker of the evening. " 
special message for our medical profession, will be Congressman John ' 
from Rhode Island, known to many as a friend of medical research 
interested in the work of the Department of Health, Education and Welfar 
will follow the dinner. We look forward to meeting friends from all >' 
country on this occasion and know you will want to be present. 
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Please mark June 28 very specially on your calendar to participate i;· all of the 
National Federation activities to be held in New York City if you are > !anning to 
attend the A.M.A. annual convention. This day is set aside for all p )grams of 
organized groups thereby giving full time for full attendance with us. We look 
forward to meeting with you. 
EusEBms J. MuRPHY M.D. 
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SIR DOMINIC CORRIGAN: Healer of HeartJ 
EDWARD PODOLSKY, M�D. LITT.D. 
We present another vignette in our series of Catholic Men of Medicine. Sir 
Dominic Corrigan made definite contribution in his studies of the actions of the heart 
and his story should be of interest to our readers. 
JT WAS NOT too long ago that physicians realized the con­
tracting heart muscles made 
sounds, and that when one listened 
to those sounds he could learn a 
great deal about the condition of 
the heart. It was William Harvey 
who discovered the circulation of 
the blood, listened to the sounds 
that the heart made as it worked 
and believed that they might be of 
some value in eliciting vital infor­
mation about the organ and its 
function. 
There was also Dr. Robert 
Hooke, an original thinker who 
was far ahead of his time. Living 
more than a hundred years before 
Rene Laennec. who invented the 
stethescope a·nd made the listen­
ing to heart sounds. less arduous. 
Dr. Hooke speculated with some 
degree of imagination on sounds 
of the internal organs and the 
meaning of them. He wrote: 
There may also be a possibility of dis­
cov
of 
��g the internal motions and actions 
uuwes by the sounds they make. Who 
knows but that, as in a watch, we may 
bear. the beating of the balance, and the 
l'llllning of the wheels and the striking 
of the hammers and the grating of the 
� and multitudes of other noises; who 
uiows, I say, but that it may be possible -
�· Podolsky is a practising psychiatrist 
Brooklyn, New York. He is the 
•utbor of several textbooks on psychia­
try - The Management of Addictions 
111d The Neuroses and Their Treatment, 
:Jrell as numerous articles published in 
la 
cal and lay publications. His hobby 
medical history and biography. 
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to discover the motions of the internal 
parts of bodies. whether animal, vege­
table. or mineral, by the sounds they 
make: that one may discover the works 
performed by the several offices and 
shops of man's body, and thereby dis­
cover what instrument or engine is out 
of order, what works are going on at 
certain times, and lie still at others, and 
the like. 
I have been able to hear very plainly 
the beating of a man's heart, and it is 
common to hear the motion of the wind 
to and fro in the guts, and other small 
vessels: the stopping of the lungs is 
easily discovered by the wheezing, the 
heart by the humming and whistling 
nojses, the slipping to and fro of the 
joints, in many cases by crackling, and 
the like . : . So to their becoming sens­
ible they require either that motions be 
increased or that the organ be made 
more nice and powerful to sensate and 
distinguish them. 
Somewhat later an event oc­
curred that enabled Dr. Rene T. 
H. Laennec to make an important
discovery. One day crossing the
courtyard of the Louvre, he saw
some children listening at one end
of a beam of wood to the sound
made by striking a pin on the other
end. He was inspired to try the
same procedure when listening to
the sounds of the chest. 
He made the first crude stethe­
scope entirely out of wood, but it 
magnified the heart sounds aston­
ishingly, and he heard sounds that 
no doctor had heard before. For 
two years he went from patient to 
patient listening through the steth­
escope. At the end of that time 
he wrote a book on the subject and 
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